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WRD celebrated on 8 November annually worldwide as an
event to promote radiography history. Justi ication for WRD
celebrations includes; to education and create awareness of
radiography to the public, Sensitize the public on radiological
procedures and impact the public with their rights and care
while in the radiology facility as patients and or attendants.
This year's WRD theme will be: “YOUR SAFETY OUR
PRIORITY: the radiographer is promoting and maintaining
safety culture”.
Historical events that lay a foundation for Radiography:
Professor Wilhelm K. Roentgen a German physicist while
working in his science laboratory with the cathode ray tube on 8th
November 1895 Saturday evening that marked a signi icant
discovery. The cathode ray tube (glass envelope) which had been
evacuated air (vacuum) had positive and negative electrodes
encapsulated in it. When the scientist tried to apply high voltages
between the electrodes the tube produced a luorescent glow.
Roentgen went further and covered the tube with a heavy black
paper. Upon application of the high voltage again, then he noticed
some glow on the photographic material a few feet away. This
phenomenon amused the professor who concluded that a new
kind of ray was being emitted from the tube.

He decided to call it “A NEW KIND OF RAY”. Later scientists started
the use of the phrase X-rays (unknown rays) which was then
adopted and used up to date (X-rays).
As Professor was getting amused late into the evening in his
laboratory, his wife Bertha decided to visit him in the laboratory.
Roentgen shared his experience to his wife who doubtingly put
(block) the path of the rays by her hand. Amazingly the skeleton
of Bertha's hand was captured at the photographic material
hence making the 1st X-ray ever taken. The amusement was great
to this couple who wondered that this “new kind of ray” could
pass through paper, human soft tissue but not bone or material.
Since that discovery, scientists invested signi icantly all over the
world to discover the signi icance of those X-rays.
Within 6 months of discovery, surgeons in Europe were using Xray images to guide surgeries and to locate bullets lodged in the
wounded Soldiers' bodies in the battle ields.
In 1896, Henry Becquerel discovered natural radiation sources,
uranium and iridium.
In 1898, Pierre and Marie Curie discovered poladium and
Radium (the shining element).
In 1913, High vacuum X-ray tubes by engineer Coolidge became
available in industry capable of withstanding up to 100,00volts
(100kv).
In 1922, 200,000 volts (200kv) X-ray tube was manufactured.

Many years later realization of emerging health problems associated with radiation were noticed. Then the science of radiation
protection began to emerge which was then named under the guise name of “health physics” to avoid scaring the people wanting to
apply Roentigenegraphy /Radiography for medical diagnosis.The 1st known warning about possible eﬀects of radiation came from
Thomas Edison, William T. Marton and Nicola Tesla on eye irradiation. This prompted much research on eﬀects, management or
application of radiation commonly referred as Radio-physics, Radio-biology and radiation protection etc.
SUMMARY
Since the discovery of X-rays and subsequent discoveries of other electromagnetic energies, Radiography and Imaging practices has
since been characterized by sophistications in equipment technology, improved technique and diverse use of the radiations such as in
the industry, veterinary and research, thanks to the technological advancement, innovations and renovations. Radiography and
Imaging services in our hospitals today are integral sectors in health care systems standing tall to providing real-time evidence based
diagnosis and or therapy of diseases. Out of the discovery of X-rays, a cutting niche inventions has since been achieved such as invention
of Computerized Tomography (C.T) scanner in 1972, Magnetic Resonance Imaging scanner (MRI) in 1977, Ultrasound (1953), Gama
Camera, Linear Accelerator e.t.c have been celebrated and successfully used in our healthcare for both diagnostic and therapeutic
reasons.After the discovery innovations saw growth in other related industries such as ilm industry, photography, radio- pharmacy e.t.c
has since grown comparatively. It is on the basic of these milestone advancements that world over on every 8th November; the story
must be retold to mark the great discovery. As Radiographers, indeed with all radiation users in the world we celebrate our father Prof.
Roentgen and his family for being generous even to share the discovery without patenting it. Otherwise, we wouldn't study, use and
apply the technology without his copy rights authority.
R.I.P OUR HERO ROENTGEN!!!!

SCHOOL OF RADIOGRAPHY IN KENYA
In 1951, the irst class was started in Port Florence (present
day, Kisumu City) with four (4) pioneer students: Jonah
Wangila, John Okwanyo (who later became Member of
Parliament for Migori and an Assistant Minister For Health in
Kenya Government in the 1960s, 1970s, Peter Ngugi (x-ray
Engineer), Rufus Kisia (Chief Radiographer, Kenyatta National
Hospital).
Pioneer Radiologists
The School could not have developed so rapidly without the
pioneering work of: Prof, Leslie Whittaker (Wake me up for
Barium meal), Dr. Calder, Dr. Fred Muruka and Dr. Salim Malik
(Carotid Arteriography experts), Dr. Adamali (currently SORK
patron), Dr. Salyani, Dr Onyango, Dr. P.P. Shah and many
others and all whom were among the irst founding
Radiologists and lecturers and examiners for the Society of
Radiographers (UK) course for the Kenyan school at the then
faculty of Radiography (MTC) Nairobi.

The school af iliation
The school of Radiography in Nairobi was af iliated to Middlesex hospital and
the Society of Radiographers of UK (SoR) in terms of curriculum,
examinations, quali ications and registration for practice in any
Commonwealth country. MTC students were expected to choose between
Diagnostic and Therapy Radiography after passing part I of the Diploma of
the Society of Radiographers UK examination. Those therapy candidates were
fully sponsored to undertake a 2 year therapy course in UK. The School was
the center of excellence for the training of Diagnostic Radiographers from
English speaking commonwealth countries from East and Central Africa. In
between 1960-1979, it admitted students from Zambia, Mauritius, Malawi,
Tanzania, and Uganda. Zimbabwe ( Rhodesia) had a school of Radiography
but because of apartheid-like system under Prime Minister Ian Smith, African
students from (Rhodesia/Zimbabwe preferred coming to Kenya until 1980
when Zimbabwe became independent under comrade R. G Mugabe, now
retired (November 2017). It is Kenyan Senior Tutors (Late Paul Odongo,
Sammy Fondo, etc) from Kenya who went to these countries to set up
Schools of Radiography there under British Commonwealth sponsorships.

Other historical events
From 1979 - 1989 The Ministry of Health Kenya, allowed the faculty/ KMTC
to pull out (1979) of the af iliation with the Society of Radiographers (SoR)
UK in total and seek, successfully, collaboration with the College of Health
Sciences, faculty of Medicine, Department of Diagnostic Radiology, University
of Nairobi up to 1989 when the latter ended the collaboration with little
explanation.
In 1991 KMTC became an independent state corporation through the KMTC
act (1990); the School had to comply with the new status. Hence, the
curriculum, the quali ication had to be set as per the new KMTC statutes.
TRAINING RADIOGRAPHY TODAY IN KENYA
Radiography is both a science and art of using ionizing and nonionizing radiations for diagnostic, therapeutic, research, veterinary,
forensic and industrial purposes.
Medical Radiographers are broadly divided into:
•Diagnostic Radiographer;
Responsible for providing safe and accurate imaging examinations in
a wide range of clinical environments using a variety of imaging
modalities and techniques so that appropriate management and
treatment of patients can proceed
•Therapeutic Radiographers;
Same areas of Specializations in Radiography
Responsible for providing safe and accurate high energy radiation
* CT/MRI
treatments to patients with cancer and for patient's physical and
* Ultrasound
psychological well-being prior to, during and following radiotherapy
* Interventional Radiography
* Radiotherapy and Oncology
* Nuclear Medicine
* Mammography
Radiography
* Research and Medical Education
training institutions in Kenya
1.
KMTC (Nairobi, Nyeri, Mombasa,
Kisumu, Eldoret, Nakuru and Manza)
Diploma in MIS, 3 years
Higher Diploma ultrasound, 18 Months
Higher Diploma therapy, 18 Months
Higher Diploma CT/MRI, 1 year
2.JKUAT
BSc. Diagnostic and therapeutic radiography, 4 years
2 years for continuing students with diploma or higher diploma
MSc. Radiography and disciplines (In oﬀering)
3.TSMHS
Private, Diploma in Radiography 3 years
4.FOREIGN QUALIFICATIONS
A SORK pretest and vetting for only Kenyan with foreign
quali ications or foreigners seeking Jobs with work permits from
accredited institutions of their study

THE SOCIETY OF RADIOGRAPHY IN KENYA (SORK)'S
HISTORY
The Society of Radiography in Kenya (SORK) is the only society
taking care of the interests of radiographers in Kenya. Our
particular emphasis is overseeing both training and practice of
radiography in Kenya.
SORK got incepted in 1961 in Kenya and got registered on 25th
May 1962 as Association of Radiographers of Kenya (ARK) which
later changed to Kenya Association of Radiographers (KAR) and
much later in the current millennium to Society of Radiography in
Kenya (SORK). SORK is registered under Societies Act, cap 108

SOCIETY OF
RADIOGRAPHY IN
KENYA(SORK)
SORK's vision: To empower Radiographers in Kenya with professional skills and knowledge, through creation of structures that
will eﬀectively be used for professional advancement, career progression and able representation.
SORK's mission: To be an Independent and Dynamic Radiography Profession.
Our motto: In Pursuit Of Quality Radiography.
SORK'S Roles and Objectives:
* To advance and maintain the highest professional standards among members through education and research.
* To promote the interests of and motivate the members of SORK professionally.
* To organize and carry out education programmes for the members of SORK.
* To act as a registrar for radiographers within Kenya.
* To act as a representative body on behalf of SORK members when dealing with government, other professional bodies,
regional and international.
* To create and hold funds which shall be available for furthering the objects of the society whilst at the same time being
a charitable organization.
* To do all such acts and things as may be expedient for the attainment of the above objectives or any of them.
Strategies
* Scaling up radiography activities throughout the country
* Consistent communication to members and keeping them involved in decision making
* Providing leadership and direction to radiographers
* Ensuring that a proper legislative framework and scheme of service de ining scope of practice is in place
*Liaising with international bodies and radiography colleagues from all over the world to keep a breast with international
trends.
SORK is af iliated to:
§

International Society of Radiographers and Radiological Technologists (ISRRT)

§

Association of Professional Societies in East Africa (APSEA)

§

Kenya Health Professionals Society (KHPS)

§

African Radiographers Forum (ARF)

§

European Society of Radiology (ESR)

§
Pan African Congress of Radiology and Imaging (PACORI)
SORK is in collaboration with:
·

Ministry of Health (MoH)

·

Radiation Protection Board (RPB)

·

Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC)

·

Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT)

·

Kenyatta National Hospital (KNH)

·

Kenya Association of Radiologists (KAR)

·

Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS)

·

Kenya Accreditation Services (KENAS)

·
East Africa Association of Radiation Protection (EAARP)
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